
 
 

Important Fall Dates in Hungary: 

Sziasztok! 

Halló Hungary 
Your guide to the happenings in Magyarország 

Phiren Amenca 
From Oct 13-20th, the three other 
Hungary YAGMs, along with roughly 
40 others from around Europe joined 
together in Budapest for a conference 
called The European “Boogie-Man” 
Complex. 
 
The conference was put on by Phiren 
Amenca, a network of Roma and non-
Roma volunteers and voluntary service 
organizations creating opportunities for 
non-formal education, dialogue and 
engagement in order to challenge 
stereotypes and racism.  
 
Since anti-gypsyism isn’t a widespread 
issue in the United States, it was 
incredibly interesting becoming 
informed and aware of the injustices 
suffered by so many here and asking, 
“What can I possibly do to help?”  
 
Our group thought of several initiatives 
including photography, theater, 
documentaries, street art, online media 
sources, afterschool programs, 
informing others, and music programs. 

 

Which direction do you stir? 
Just observe 

     When I started running around the lake in Szombathely [SUM-
BUT-TAY] a couple of weeks ago, I realized pretty quickly I was the 
only one running in a counterclockwise fashion.  I could tell by the 
strange looks and the obvious flow of traffic. The exercise junkies 
were getting their fix of fresh air, as I was too, just in the opposite 
direction. After realizing this, I found myself not wanting to conform 
to this clockwise movement in fear of looking even more clueless to 
the unwritten rules of the lake. Maybe they were written and I didn’t 
understand them. In any case, I pretended I was stirring about in the 
opposite direction on purpose.             - As is life for me in Hungary.  

St. Stephen’s Day 
[Aug 20th] [Oct 6th] 

- Commemorates the 
anniversary of the 
execution of the 13 
Martyrs of Arad in 
1849.  

National Day 
[Oct 23rd] 
- Commemorates 
the revolution of 
1956, Hungary’s 
uprising against 
communism. 
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- Commemorates the 
first king of Hungary.   
– Giant festival in 
Budapest (We weren’t 
here yet.) L 

Aradi Vértanúk 
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The Nuts & Bolts 
“But in the distance can you see winter’s world? 

Soon the snow will cover the rooftops. 

Yet in my heart a ray of summer still burns, 

And deep within me lives the unending spring.” 

School (Iskola) 
Most of my volunteer time has been spent assisting & 
teaching English in the primary school. I mainly help 
with the 1st-4th classes by singing songs in a British 
accent (since the teaching CDs are from England). I 
also get to teach the 5th grade class and one other class 
on my own. I play some worship songs on my guitar 
while the kids learn the words and hand motions. I’ve 
taught them some poems and jokes too. I.e. “Where did 
the cows go together?” “The moooovies.” Yes, they’re 
all that good.  

Church (Templom) 
On Saturday mornings, I have been helping out at the church 

with the youth group. Some of them speak English fairly well, 
and we can get by learning new words from each other. A 

couple of weeks ago, we went to a nursing home where they 
sang and I accompanied with guitar. They are fun kids and 

I’m excited to spend some more time with them. 

Language (Nyelv) 
The progress has been decent, despite Hungarian 
being incredibly difficult. For me, my host family 
speaks English pretty well, so it tends to be an 
exchange of words when we are hanging out. At this 
point, it’s a matter of continued practice.  I have 
noticed the Hungarian language makes so much 
sense when referring to words. For example, 
hammock is ‘függőagy’ which literally translates as 
“hanging bed.”  

Films (Filmek) 
Since taking a German film class in college and 
learning the historical context and societal factors of 
how those films were depicted, I have now been 
interested in films coming from Hungary. I’ve seen 
roughly five films since being here that seem to be 
significant in Hungarian film culture. Mackafogó “Cat 
Catcher”, Üvegtigris “Glass Tiger”, A Tanú “The 
Witness”, & Az Ötödik Pencsét “The Fifth Seal.” 
My recommendation? See Mackafogó. It’s been voted 
one of the top 5 animated films of all time. (Vicces) 

- Sándor Petőfi 
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“…So why did you come to Hungary?” 
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seems silly and embarrassing, yet completely 
necessary.  

In addition, gratefulness has been at the forefront of 
my time here. My host family has provided so 

much, including good company, great food, and 
making sure I have everything I need. Toaster? 

Check. Microwave? Check. Fan? Check. Hot water 
boiler thing? Check.  

I’m also extremely thankful for all my friends, and 
family that have provided me with prayer & 

financial support, Skype dates, mail, e-mails, Bible 
verses, crunchy peanut butter and Starbucks VIA. 

“And my God will meet all your needs according to the 
riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” - Phil 4:19  

Bogrács 
A tasty potato and meat stew very popular in 
Hungary. (Usually cooked over an open fire) 

Other popular foods: 
- Túró Tészta (Pasta 
with cottage cheese 
and bacon bits) 
- Lecsó (mixed 
vegetable stew w/ 
paprika, tomatoes, 

- Pogácsa (potato bread 
biscuit) 
- Kenyér (straight-up freshly 
baked bread) 
- Túró Rudi (cottage cheese 
filled chocolate bar) 
- Palacsinta (thinly rolled 
crepe filled w/ Nutella or jam) 
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This question comes up at least once every three 
days. It’s hard to give a 20-second version other than 

simply saying, “Hungary chose me.” I didn’t 
choose. Lots of people seem to be blown away that I 

would come to Hungary, but hey, I think Hungary 
is “király” (awesome) thus far. 

Conversations about God and Jesus come up on a 
fairly regular basis, in which case it’s extremely 
fascinating to hear such vastly different life stories 
and backgrounds.  

In the last two months, I have had to rely on the 
kindness and generosity of others in ways that are 

completely foreign to me. I’m so used to getting 
from place to place on my own and getting what I 

need from the grocery store, that to ask for help 

The one-million dollar question… 


